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viii Author's Note 

of dozens of formei- clerks who agre!!d to speak with me candidly about 
life inside the Court. 1 also received crucial assistance from the staff of 
the Library of Congress (llome to the papers of Justices Harry A. Black
mun, Thprgoocl Marshall, William]. Brenl)an, William O. Douglas, and 
Robert H. Jackson) and from George Kendall of the NAACP Legal De
fense Fund (who allowed me significant access to the case files ofWarren 
McCleskey). 

M y agents, O len Hartley and Lynn Chu, once again did a magnificent 
job taking care of the business side of my writing life. I am also indebted 
to Joni Evans and Susan Kamil for signing up this book and to Steve 
Wasserman, my first editor, for his wise counsel and patience. Geoff 
Shandler, who inherited the project from Steve, took on the book as if it 
had been his own and did a superb job guiding me through the sorne
times tticky shoals of publishing. 

Many people commented on portions of the manuscript or otherwise 
helped shape my ideas. In particular, Vik Amar, Ian Ayres, Evan 
Caminker, Erwin Chemerinsky, Gia Cincone, Cynthia Gomey, Michael 
Smáll, ]oe Onek, Jeff Powell, Roger Teich, anq Clyde Spellénger let me 
borrow their extraordinary expettise and saved me from errors great and 
small. Jonathan Feldman, Bob Kagan, and Anthony Weller, unsurpass
able friends, pored over my cnapt¡::rs, sometimes more than once, and 

'dispensed sahity-saving advice, encouragement, and support. So did my 
father, Arthur Lazarus, Jr., in yet another gift of familiallove. 

1 would never have undertaken this book were it not for the two 
judges who honored me with clerkships in their chambers: Judge 
William A. Norris and Justice Harry A. Blackmun. They gave me the 
privilege of seeing the world of law from their side of the bench. They 
taught me about the integrity and pas~ion that go into the craft of judg
ing. And, most treasured of all, they.embraced me as part of,their ex
tended families. I know Justice Blackmun would not have agreed with 
sorne of the ~iews 1 have expressed here. But I trust that he woúld have 
valued the independent judgment I have exercised-an independence 
that he, by shining example1 helped instill. 

List, 1. thank, m y wife and soul mate, Amanda, the endu~ing beauty 
who walked by m y side through the five years of this enterprise. She kept 
me whole. 

Los Angeles 
April2oos 
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