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VITTADINI ANDRÉS 

lntroduction 

The study of comparative politics is important not only to understand other 
socie;ties' political knowledge and behavior but also to realize to what 
extent a political system can be successful, depending on its procedures and 
its particular policies as well as its ideological principies. So, cultural and 
historical events closely linked to social background, economic outputs, 
poli ti cal groups and parties, religious beliefs, and various aspects of human 
relationships give distinctive characteristics to particular societies. 
According to James C. F. Wang (1994:2), comparative politics' main 
approach "is to have sorne accurate, descriptive information about how the 
individual political system functions" to establish generalizations, by 
considering similarities and differences. Political systems are but a part of 
Political Science, as well as constitutions. But though borrowings could be 
excellent in theory they could be irrelevant to the political, social or 
economic system unless politicians and rulers carefully study political, 
social, cultural and economic orders into which constitutipnal provisions 

are to be inserted. 

Closely linked to those ideas, the Constitutions, considered at present to be 
the foundational legal base of a juridical organized society must be taken 
intó account. It is the basis of their inhabitants' rights, duties and 
obligations, as well as the institutional organizatioft of the State, which also 
includes leading principbs and concepts that should be followed by 
everybody. Such concepts have been shaped since long ago and they are 
still present. Something different happened with the study of constitutions, 
which only evolved from the consideration of its text to its insertion into 
Political Science studies. After the Second World War the study of 
constitutions changed a lot. Since then they were not studied autonomously 
anymore but in connection with political institutions in a broad sense, 
political theory, political parties, groups and public opinion and also 
intemational relations (Marcel Prélot, 1986:59-60). Such reordering 
recognized its importance before and during the said World War II and its 
connection with totalitarian tendencies (Susana Facorro & Vittadini Andrés, 
1999:9), so from then on it was necessary to analyze it in connection with 
societies as a whole. Comparative constitutional studies present a great 
theoretical and practica! importance as a valuable tool to establish sorne 
common principies, identification of institutions required by any state of 
law and, regarding legal technique, it makes the process of elaboration and 
completion of constitutional mechanisms easier. Particularities of political 
and constitutional regimes include main state institutions (Congress, Head 
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