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PREAMBLE 

(Purpose of the Principies) 

These Principies set forth general rules for 
international con1mercial contracts. 

They shall be applied wh~n the parties 
ha ve agreed that their contract be governed ··by 
them. 

They may be applied when the parties have 
agreed that their contract be governed by 
"general principies of law", the "lex mercatoria" 
or thé like. 

They may provide a solution to an issue 
raised when it proves impossiblé to establish the 
relevant rule of the applicable law .. 

They may be used to interpret or 
supplement international uniform law 
instruments. 

They may serve as a model for national 
and internationallegislators. 

COMMENT 

' 

~ ~~ 

The Principies set forth general rules which are basically conceived 
for "international commercial contracts". 

l. "lnternational" contracts 

The international character of a contract may be defined in a great 
variety of ways. The solutions adopted in both national and 
international legislation range from a reference to the place of business 
or habitual residence of the parties in different . countries to the 
adoption of more general criteria such as the contract having 
"significant connections with more than one State", "involving a 
choice between the laws of different States", or "affecting the interests 
of international trade". 


