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Preface 

With this book we offer our colleagues, students, and practitioners a new 
approach to the increasingly important and complex subject of International 
Trade Law/lnternational Economic Law. We promise that the user of this book 
will take a comprehensive tour of the subject within a manageable time frame 
designed to fit a one-semester, three-or four-hour law school or business school 
course. 

With the advent of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the extensive 
jurisprudence of the WTO's dispute. settlement mechanism, International Trade 
Law has become, more than ever, a public internationallaw subject, albeit rooted 
in national administrative and constitutionallaw. Accordingly we cover extensively 
and intensively not only the GATT, but all the principal WTO Agreements as well 
as (we believe) all the important WTO cases. We also do not neglect the practica! 
aspects of how WTO agreements and norms are applied and implemented in the 
nationallegal order. As far as the latter is concerned, our focus is on the United 
States and (selectively) the European Union, because not only are American and 
European laws extremely important in themselves, but they are also widely 
emulated by other states. We also include materials that reflect the importance of 
Asian countries, particularly China. '" 

We devote special attention to three areas that are increasingly important in 
International Economic Law: (1) developing.countries; (2) the impact oftrade on 
civil society; and (3) preferential trade agreements. The first two of these are 
covered in separate chapters as well as pervasively throughout the book. The third 
matter is extensively addressed in severa! places, especially in Chapter 7 on trade 
in goods and customs law. 

Severa! aspects of this book are innovative and we hope will find favor. First, 
we adopt a "channels of trade" approach to the subject with intensive coverage not 
only oftrade in goods but also oftrade in technology, services, and investment, all 
of which have burgeoned in the recent past. We accordingly cover intellectual 
property, services, and investment before concentrating on trade in goods. 
However, we have designed the substantive chapters-after the first three 
introductory chapters- to be self-sufficient. Therefore, a teacher who wishes to 
concentrate on trade in goods or to cover this first can simply vary the order as he 
or she finds convenient. 

Second, we believe that short problems in addition to study of the primary 
materials are an excellent pedagogical aid to learn the law, and we have included 
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