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STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AND THE 
COURSE 

About the book and updating: 

The book is designed not to include much "current events" material. Obviously, there are aspects of this subject that are changing 
more rapidly than a hardbound book could track. For the most part, this book is limited to matters that have resulted in reported court 
decisions, and it attempts to provide the background necessary to track breaking developments as they occur. 1 have committed to 
provide updates through a website that will track the most significant legal developments as they occur. 

About the Teacher's Manual: 

Each chapter of this Manual opens with a statement of the themes, description of sorne teaching aids (such as movie clips and 
role-play scenarios), anda brief outline of the law developed in the chapter. 

Most of the synopses of the cases are in outline form so that the teacher has a shorthand guide in which to insert other thoughts 
and questions for the students. Most of these outlines start with the basic questions of who are the parties and what did they do, while 
sorne are in a "facts, issues, questions" format. 1 have tried to set a pattem that will become familiar with continued usage but have 
departed from the pattem when other approaches seemed preferable. 

About the course: 

In the past, 1 have taught this course as a paper course rather than with an examination. In its early stages of development, 1 was 
not sufficiently confident that there was enough doctrinal clarity to justify an exam. Now that the cases on conspiracy, FISA, 
detentions, and material support have developed into more coherent doctrinal blocks, it can be taught either way. 

First, however, there are three exercises that 1 have found extremely valuable at the very beginning and would recommend even if 
the final student output is to be an examination. 

l. 1 have had each student write a short (1 to 2 page) essay addressing "what 1 think terrorism is and what ought to be 
done about it." At one level, this gives the teacher a sense of the various perspectives with which the students start 
the course. More importantly, it sets the major questions in place ~o that the student can focus on them throughout 
the course. lt is enlightening for students at the end of a se mes ter 'to go back and see how their perceptions ha ve 
changed. 

2. Each student must obtain one of the books in the Selected Readings list at the end of Chapter l. The first 1 O books 
on the listare all short (mostly about 250 pages) and can be read in a matter of hours. The ideal would be to have 
this assignment done before the course begins and to have each student give a short (5 minute) book report in the 
first or second class meeting. Because that is probably not feasible, the next best option is to have the book read by 
the beginning of the second week of class and then report. Either way, these readings provide a substantial breadth 
ofknowledge about the subject before launching into the details. 

3. I have also required the students to watch at least one of two movies: ''The Siege" or "The Terrorist." ''The Battle 
of Algiers" and "Hotel Rwanda" are also excellent choices. One way to get the outside books read before moving 
past Chapter 1 of the casebook is to use the first week of class for a movie. lt may not be feasible to use class time 
for this purpose, and 1 have shown movies in the evening, making attendance optional. If you have good DVD 
capability in the classroom, there are several points during the course at which showing a selected scene from one 
of the movies can be a terrific spur to discussion. 

lf the course is taught for three credits in one semester, there will be approximately 25-30 class hours available, depending on how 
much time is used for the outside books and movies. The casebook can be divided into about 20 to 25 pages per day rather easily. 
Most of the assignments will be rather traditional case method after the first chapter, although Chapter 3 on intemational law 
contains opinions in an unfamiliar style. 

As part of this Manual, 1 am providing a number of "scenarios" that are designed for role play exercises. 1 use these in addition to 
the movies to induce a sense of drama and reality of a sort. Of course, the role play scenarios are themselves an exercise in fantasy, 
but at least they force the student to participate rather than observe. These are presented for the teacher to use or modify as you wish. 
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