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Vl Preface 

the Permanent Court of Internacional Juscice, where the necessary editing process took 
place, Dr. Christian J Tams and Tobías Thíenel shouldered the main responsibilities. 
Without their unfaltering support this Commentary would not have been possible. They 
were helped by an efficient team of student assistants, namely Henning Groskreutz,jaana 
Schnell, Christina Stroh and Sue Stubbe, who worked untiringly for many extra hours. 
Marianne Nílsson assumed a pivota! position by establishing communications across 
borderlines and oceans and coordinating the whole editing process. Finally, Julia Pía 
Schütze, also at Kiel, produced the table of cases. 

In financia! terms, this work was made possible by a generous grant from the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft, the German Research Foundation. From the very outset, we felt 
greatly stimulated by the encouraging signs we received from this key funding institution 
for scholarship in Germany. We were also extremely lucky in encountering]ohn Louth 
ofOxford University Press who did not hesitare one moment in accepting to take care of 
this bulky project which required a lot of confidence, and who, together with his team of 
dedicated collaborators, was a guarantee for a smooth, cimely and successful publication 
process. 

The three editors wish to emphasize that they collectively bear the responsibility for 
the Commentary to which each one has contributed much more than just his or her 
individual comments. Therefore, should any errors or other defects have occurred, 
criticism should be addressed to all three of them. Indeed, such cricicism is highly 
welcome. 1t should be sent to the following address: icj-commentary@internat-recht. 
uni-kiel.de. 

We hope and trust that this work will prove useful to anyone who takes an interese in 
che work of the lnrernational Court of Juscice, the peaceful settlement of internacional 
disputes, and the judicial implementation of internationallaw in,general. While che 
contribucions assembled in this Commentary often address technical issues, it should not 
be forgotten that the evolution of technical rules governing the procedure before an 
institutionalized judicial body is one of the remarkable achievements of modern dispute 
settlement, and of internacional law more generally. By analyzing the legal regime 
governing the work of che United Nations' principal judicial organ, chis Commentary, 
in small measure, intends to assist the administration of international justice according 
to law, and thereby to promote the rule of law in the international community. 

Berlin/Heidelberg/Kiel December 2005 
Karin Oellers-Frahm Christian Tomuschat Andreas Zimmermann 
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