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Preface 

This is a commentary on the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 
of 1969 (henceforth: the Convention) and as such an exercise in inter­
preting its provisions and establishing their meaning and scope. lt is not 
a manual, even less a monograph, on the law of treaties. Such a commen­
tary appears called for in view of the Convention's central importance for 
internationallaw, the' abundance of State and court practice and literature 
on individual Convention provisions, and the exceptionally rich strata of 
travaux préparatoires, in particular the drafts and debates of the ILC and 
the Vienna Conference of 1968 and 1969. Heavy reliance has thus been 
placed on all these materials. 

Methode haben heisst, mit dem Weg der Sache gehen (SIMMA). The com­
mentary's aim is to explain the content of the various artides in a broader 
sense, including its history, its place in internationallaw, and its relations 
with other artides of the Convention. The commentary also includes the 
declarations, resolutions and annexes pertaining to various articles. Where 
disputed issues arise, a brief analysis has been included wherever possible. 
The result should provide the "crucible" envisaged by the lnternational 
Law Commission (ILC) when interpreting an international treaty provi-
sion (Article 31, N. 29). 

~~ 

2 

In arder to assist further in the interpretation of the anides, the com- 3 
mentary provides separate sections on the History of the Convention (q.v.) 
and on Customary lnternationaJ Law (q.v.). There is also a compilation of 
the Reservations and DeclaratiomJo the Convention and Objections Thereto 
(q.v.), the Final Act to the Convention (q.v.), and the current Status of 
the Convention (q. v.) 

lt is hoped that the structure and contents of this commentary will be 4 

useful for practitioners and academic teachers alike. Clarity of presenta-
don was indeed a majar objective. A further important aim was to bring 
to light the intricate network which the Vienna Conference and the ILC 
wove among the various provisions of the Convention, and to provide the 
necessary cross-references. 

Of particular help proved to be the compilation of materials by WETZELI 5 
R.AuscHNING, "The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. Travaux 
préparatoires" (1978), as well as AusT's masterful second edition of his 
"Modern Law of Treaties" (2007). The magisterial three volumes edited 


