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INTRODUCTION: 
PERSPECTIVES ON THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF GLOBAL ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

BENEDICT KINGSBURY 

RICHARD B. STEWART 

This.volume1 examines development-related investment and financing in Latin 
America, and associated global and national regulatory issues, from the new 
perspective of "Global Administrative Law." The idea of Global Administra­
tive Law begins with the twin observations that much economic govemance 
by transnational and national institutions is a form of administration, and that 
this administration involves the exercise of power which can be channeled and 
controlled through the use of administrative law-type techniques nationally and 
i~~emationally. This has important implications for both global and national 
regulatory govemance. In the global or extra-national administrative space, Glo­
bal Adrriinistrative Law encapsulates the use of administrative law techniques 
(such as transparency, participation, reasoned decision, review; and accounta­
bility) to promote both mutual accommodation and greater responsi\l.¡;:ness by 
the growing variety of global regulatory bodies, including accountability and 
responsiveness to developing countries and civil society interests, The concept 
ofGlobalAdministrative Law thus encompasses the legal mechanisms, princi­
pies, and practices, along with supporting social understandings that promote 
,or otherwise affect the accountability of global and regional administrative 
,bodies -for example, the World Bank! Intemational Monetary Fund, World 
Trade Organization, Intemational Standards Organization, the Base! Committee 

1 The generous financia! support of Carnegie Corporation of New York (grant to the IILJ) and 
NYU Law School's D'Agostino and Greenberg Faculty Research fund is gratefully acknowled­
ged. We are also grateful to Alma Fuentes, Martin Bohmer, Gustavo Maurino, Carlos Rosenkranz, 
Luciana Ricart, Gisela Paris, Agustín Gordillo, Agustin García Sanz, Santiago Carrillo, and the 
whole teams of Res Publica Argentina and Universidad de San Andrés for their work on this 
book. 
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