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Edward McWhinney in Parliament of Canada. On the wall is a poem composed and calligraphed 
by Li Zhicheng, a poet, master calligrapher and professor at the China Institute of Contemporary 
International Relations, on the occasion of accompanying Professor McWhinney to visit the Marco 

Polo Bridge outside Beijing on 20 August 1987. 
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Preface 

Multiculturalism in internacional law has been with us since the dawning of 

modern internacional relations. Its importance has been appreciated to different 

degrees during different periods in history. Efforts to explore it as a factor in 

the formation of internacional law and its implementation have also varied. 

Since the end of the Cold War in the late 1980s and the collapse of the old, 

bipolar, East-West balance-of-power and mutual, inter-bloc accommodation on 

which it was predicated in its later Coexistence and Détente phases, these 

efforts have intensified, particularly against a background of the problems of the 

unilateral, unipolar model of world public order in the post-Iraq war period and 

the mounting failure of the United Nations to provide adequate alternative, 

multilateral arenas for decision-making on internacional tension-issues such as 

the use of force and counter-terrorism. 

The contributions presented in this collection are the result of part of 

these efforts. Almost 40 leading-edge legal thinkers and scholars, drawn from all 

main legal-cultures and civilization-areas, have come together from every 

continent to honor Professor Edward McWhinney, who is known as Ted to his 

friends, by examining multiculturalism and internacional law. This is a most 

fitting celebration of his life ~d achievements. "Mr Peaceful Coexistence" to 

friends (below, 33), Ted has b~n working for the greater part of his life to 

promote exchanges between the East and the W est and multiculturalism in 

internationallaw. The role he has played in bringing new ideas into the debate 

(below, xiit), new projects and new scholars into the academic circle, the 

volurninous books and articles he has produced, and the advisory services he 

has rendered, as described in the preliminary matters and elsewhere in this 

collection, all contribute to paint a vivid intellectual portrait of this distinguished 

and vigorous thinker and scholar in internationallaw and relations. Indeed, he is 

Mr. Multiculturalism. We are most grateful to Ted's longtime friends Dr. 

Boutros Boutros-Ghali and Judge Shigeru Oda for their generous support for 

Sienho Yee & Jacques-Yvan Morin (eds.), Multiculturalism and Intemational Law, ix-xi. 
© 2009 Koninklijke Brill NV. Printed in The Netherlands. 


