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PREFACE 

During the seven years that have passed since the first edition of this Commentary ~ 
lished, the life of the United Nations, as well as its public image, has continued to be marked by 
modest achievements, sobering experiences and grave disappointments. In 2001, the 
Organization's long and patient struggle for the establishment of a genuine world community 
was vindicated when its Secretary General as well as the UN itself received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
But two years earlier, in the Kosovo crisis the world watched multilateral recourse to large-scale 
use of military force in the absence of Security Council authorization. And while these lines were 
written, a permanent member of the Council vetoed the extension of the mandate for UN 
peace-making activities in Bosnia-Herzegovina out of opposition to the International Criminal 
Court just created under the auspices of the same United Nations. Against the background of 
such developments, it is submitted that faithful stock-taking ofmore than half a century ofUN 
practice and, more importantly, the constant checking of this practice against the purposes and 
principies of the United Nations Charter with a view to providing guidance for future activities 
of the Organization and its member Sta tes, beco mes more worthwhile than ever. In this vein, the 
present work is not just meant to be a renewed expression of the strong interest of German
speaking practitioners and academics alike in the United Nations remaining alive and well. lt is 
also intended as a strong plea to handle the only truly universal world organization that we ha ve 
with greater care. 

The first edition of the Commentary has apparently been quite successful particularly with 
UN practitioners. In the present second edition, every effort was made to enhance the strengths 
and, as far as possible, elirninate the weaknesses of the original work. 1 would like to thank the 
sixty-one authors for their tracing and depicting complicated developments up to a few months 
ago. Particular thanks are dueto the twenty-two new authors and co-authors. 

The present edition is again a superb demonstration of the ability and dedication of m y team 
of collaborators at the University of Munich. My two Assistant Editors, Eleni Chaitidou and 
Andreas Paulus, deserve special praise and thanks for the zeal with which they engaged in 
months of mostly tedious work. Under their guid'ance, David Blanchard, Gebhard Bücheler, 
Jonathan Halpern, Carsten Hoppe, Tom Meerpohl, Dirk Pulkowski, Pascal Schonard, Judith 
Schulte, Melanie Smith, and ChristopherTimura participated in the preparation ofthe newedi
tion. At Oxford University Press, John Louth was a congenia! partner, always encouraging and 
helpful, and the skills of Geraldine Mangley and Elizabeth Davison have impressed us 
immensely. 

BrunoSimma 
Munich, July 2002 
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