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NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND ELECTIONS: PROBLEMS OR
SOLUTIONS?

In the electoral field as well as everywhere else, innovation first
takes time and money and then saves them.

It first leads to criticism and then those who did not follow it are

considered as terribly backward and outdated. It may also happen that

what was considered as modem at a time looks outdated and again
modem and so on. Let us think about economic liberalism for example.

The situation is somewhat different when we are talking about tech
nical progress. However, technical progress is no aim in itself. It must

provide real advantages and have limited negative effects (let us think
to pollution as a main feature of industrialisation).

The introduction of e-voting -and more broadly of e-democracy- is
the example of an issue which can raise such questions. It is for that
reason that the Council of Europe, as the first intemational organisation,
adopted recornmendations in this field. This artic1e will address the is
sue on the basis of the Council of Europe's work, and put the emphasis
on the issue of e-voting.
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E-VOTING AND THE EUROPEAN ELECTORAL HERITAGE

Electronic voting may be defined as an election or referendum that

involves the use of electronic means in at least the casting of the vote1•

1. See Recommendation Rec(2004)11 01 !he Committee 01 Ministers to member states
on legat operational and technical standards for e-voting.

19


