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IAPTER 1: CONSUMER PRICE

DICES

s chapter contains descriptions of consumer price series in

of 24 transition countries. The descriptions have been

red and presented using 15 standard headings ror the

fferent characteristics in order to facilitate comparisons.
hese headings are as rollows.

lelal tltle

¡:he title of the consumer price index in too language used in

;'offldal correspondence between the country and the ILO and, it
}neeessary. its English translation.

SCope

lnformation is given on the periodicity ot the series (monthlv,
::'quarter1v, hal'-vearly or yearly); the types ot household
CQvered in terms of households within a given income or

�nditure class or househotds ot a specific size; the popu
I_ion groups covered, which mav refer to the whole population

or specific socio-economic groups such as industrial workers,

non.manual employees, etc.; and the geographical areas

COvered, such as the Whole countrv, urban centres, the capital
aty, specific towns or a group of towns.

Offlcial base

The base vear or periOd used in the original computation of the

indexo andits presentation in national publications.

Sources o, welghts

The source(s} and the reterence períod ot the weights used ror

the index, e.g. a household expenditure survey, national

accounts, etc. If the reference period for the weights difters

trom the base periDd ot the index, the adJustments made to the
weights to take account of the price changes between the two

periods are described. If the weights were derived trom a

household expenditure survey, information is providad about

the types of household, population groups and geograptlic

areas covered, the duranon of the survey, the reference peried

ror expenditure data and the sample size. It the weights were
obtained trom the national accounts or other sources, the

methods ofderiving them are given. wherever possible.

Welghts and composltlon

The number ot items and the weights used to compute the index
are given according to expenditure group. The term "item" is

used here to mean the smallest grouping of goods ancf services

fer which a SpeCific weight is given. For example, beef might

be an item representad by several varieties such as round

steak, sirloin steak, etc.. far which separate weights are not

available. The fallowing majar groups are distinguished: foca;

fuel and Jight. dothing; houSing; and miscellaneous. However, if

the national classification does not conferm with the aboYe

groupings, the actual classification used by the country is given.

Where possible. the approximate number ot price quotations
usea fer computing the index is indicated.

Household conaumptlon axpendlture
Househad consumption expenditure is generally defined as the

expenditure incurred by private households on consumer 900ds

and services. It may refer to actual purChases or lo actual con

sumption. The descriptions explain, wherever possible, the

treatment ot home-produced goodS consumed by the household,

home ownership, durable goods credit purchases, second-hand

purchases, contributions to sOCial insurance and pension funds,

Iicence tees, insurance associated with specifíc consumer

gOOdS, nealth care, income and other direct taxes, lite insurance

payments, remittances, gifts and other similar disbursements.

Sample solectlon

The criteria and the method used for selecting localities and

outlets as welJ as index items are described. The description

explains, wherever possible, the treatment of items not priced.

Method o, data coUectlon

The trequency with WhiCh prices are collected far different cate

gones of goods and services; the treatment o, discounts, sale

prices, black-rnarket prices, hire-purd1ase or credit terms,

second-hand purcnases, import prices and indirect taxes; the

methoos of collecting prices far different types of item (Visits to

outlets, mail questionnaires, official taritrs. actual purchases);

and spedal techniques used far price collection in respect 01
such items as electricity, gas and water, medical care, educa

tian or transport and cornmunication.

1

Houaing

The methOdS used to obtain data on rents, as well as the treat
. ment of owner-occupied ctwellings. The treatment of disburse.
ments such as rates, insurance, mortgage interest. repairs,etc.,

and the methocts and trequency of collecting the data are indi
cated when informatian is available.

Specllicatlon o, varletles

Specifications are the criteria used to describe precisely the
variety being pricecl. These could be in terms o, quality, make,

brand, unit, etc. The prOceclure usad to identity the varieties

when there are no detailed and tight specifications is indicated.

Substltut!on, quallty changea

The appearance of a new prOduct on the market, and the disap
pearance of an item or quality changes affect the indeXo The

methods used by countries to deal with these problems are
described brietly.

Seasonal Items

If the index includes ¡tems such as fresh fruit and vegetables

which experience seasonal nuctuations in their prices or avail

abilitv, the procedures used to deal with th.ese seasonal influ
ences are briefly noted.

Computatlon

The price data for the difterent items included in the computa

tion ot the index are normally weighted in order to take into
account the relative importance of each item with respect to

total consumption expenditure. In mast countries, the indices
are computed in a derivad form such as weighted arithmetic

averages o, price relatives far a selected number of represent

ative items between the periOd under consideranon and the

base periOd, using one or other farms of Laspeyres' formula.

The descriptions explain the exact metho<:ls used by the coun

tries wherever these are knawn. A few countries use a

Laspeyres' Chain index with yearly links for computing their
indices. These are indicated in the descriptions. The methOds

of calculating the average prices and price relatives, as well as
whether the index is computed directlv or as an aggregation o,

local or regional indices, are also described.

Other Inlormation

Where available, complementary informatian is furnished con
cerning the publication by tne country o, various sub-groups o,

the index, or the computabon of series far other population or

income groups or other geographical areas.

Organlsatlon and publlcatlon

The statistical authority responsible far computing and pUb

IiShing the index, as well as the titles ot the maJor current

national publications in which the index appears, are given

under this heading. Wherever possible, the titles and sources
of national publications providing detailed methodological

descriptions of the series are also indicated.

Llst o, tables publlshed by the ILO

A. Vear Book o, Labour Statistics:

Consumer Prices:

7A General indices

• 7B General índices, excluding shelter
• 7e FoDd indices

• 7D Fuel and Iight indices

7E Clothing indices

• 7F Rent índices

B. Bullenn ot Labour Statistics:

• 9A General indices

• 9B Food indices

ALBANIA

OIIIclal title

Consumer Price Index.

Scope

The index is computed monthlv and relates to average urban
households in the whole countrv.

Official base

December 1990 = 100.

Sources o, weights

The weights and selected ¡tems were derived trom variOUs

SQurces. The primary data source ror expenditures on food,

clothing and household goocts were the retail sales data ot the


