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IV PREFACE 

Grateful acknowledgment is made of the aid rendered by Mr. Francis X. 
Dwyer, Assistant Law Librarían. " 4 • 

The Guide to the Law ana: Legal $iter~ture of Mexico is being pub­
lished as one of the series of 'guides prepared by· the project in the Law 
Library qf C_ongress sponspr~q by the, lnt~rdepartpient~L go~tte~.,.of 
thf ~epari:níent of S tate 'for C?<>p,eratiop with, t~e Ahie~3~ap. Republ\cs· 
~'?·material dáted "latéi.~al!)u!le, t944~ will ~Y fq9nd, mclU<:led¡in ~e 
Me:óca~· .Pui<;Je.' A seCOf!d volfime; alr~e~dy ip. )~ep_áration ~~1. 'coJtlt~n 
piateril¡ll. on Th11 M~can St~tes. Tne. f~llowi'ng 9-uides. ar~ a1re~dy in the 
press'! tt?lo~bi~:a~d ~n one 'volum!!, ·Quba, Haití· ~nd' t'pe'Dg#ñru~~~ fe­
P.ublic. Guiqes· to thé I.i~w and,~egálltiterature of BoJivia, 'Eéuadqr, ·aq~ 
Paraguay 'will•bé published át" app~p~p1ately, the s'~me' 1time ás_'the Gtiidé 
~~ the L~.and ,J;eg~i ,I.Jtet~ture of"'~e~co ... Later will'f.ppé~a~'Jhe 'yuidés 
to the Law.a:nd L"ég~l·titerature'pf ~eru, Venezuela, ~t\H.Uru~~X· . ~ 
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'Hisj'óRIC.í\L BACKGROVND ' . 
1. 

T HIS is neither tlle· time: nQr <the place to write a general histo¡y,lof 
Mexico, bufl it is purposed·to sketch here ,an historical backg:cound 

which may facilitate, tqe understapding o( tl;te-legislative progress in Mexico 
and the brief referen~es .. of.Jact. Rresented throughout the,.(}uide. · 

Befqre ·she ~~carne iúdependent) Mexico had existed for mpre than 
three'centuries under ,Spanish domination, andJrom l!i35 to·1S21 w,as,,at 
the merey ~f f:i2:vicerpys, ránging from jusMo,.very crqcl, so~e of whose 
terms lasted for as short a time as three days. ~etwee:n~ aypointlllent!\ of 
viceroys, th~ Audiencí,a took .oxer'the'reiñs o:& ~ov.etnment in{New .Spain. 
For outstánding e~ents occurríng· undér J:he régime ·of each ví~éroy, see 
Mayér's work on.M~co.~ ·' ' , .,. 

From .the date;:Of· her independence,until.the,pres~nl: time, Mexico has 
péen a, verj.tabl~:lahoratory 'of political scíence. ·Emerging,from a 'vicer 
coyalty ,With an avowetl p;referertce for a kíngdom, she suddeply l:lecame ~· 
empi;e, after ,tw.P1 sliort¡:tegéncie~, an.d then successívely• tried the· federal 
republícan1fórm of government, the ,eentraliz~d·tePJ.lblio,,,tlte .dieta.totship, 
the impe¡;ial;I,'O?c_e,1 m.ore the federal" r¡o!publicaJl, dictatorship ..a.nd .a •final 
'l"eturn to the :fed~ra41 v She: haS.. Within the space :of a' litt!e mbre th'an 100 
years adopteq· six,. cpn,stitutions,.<mány,l:onstimtive acts1,and· plans wíthout 
·nUJllher;" ""' ¡ji ) ~, , ~}# dl ~;~ 4 .,§,,~ .,. ~* ~ '! 

When the great captai~, Hernán Cor.tés;ti:n !519 proclaimed, the $OY...' 

ereign~...(S) ,Spairt ,o,vet tha,t., regiort :of :the· néW,.· world,, sometimes called 
Anál]uac;¡he; fqurid.·a,politieaL.s.ystem, ;whích a~ording to, sorne historians, 
was ín.l!l de<;:adent stáge,. bút;,still giving evidenee of ·a':civilizatíon as 
remarJ<able'fpr fts-efi'líglitenment as for its cruelty. . . 

Tl].e•laws of the Aztec ·lndians we:re not·onl~ presez;v~d~in customs and 
passed •,clown• by word of. mouth, whereof' theii+lm!!mory ·ran ~not · tó.,the 
contrary, but were written in píctures ·and symbols. The..legislatíve au­
thority wh.ich..w~s p31triarchal reposed aMits.tin a coúncil 'of nobles but was 
.gtadually .;assmttéd b~;a. ki:p,g; after the go~~:p,ment became~definitely a • 
:q¡.onarchy. {":rhe:various·tribes.wére'not united.by bonds that were aJ: all 
firm.· ·Eacl1)tdwn was ruled by its•chi'ef; and the+.v.ariou&, provinces were 
still disunited. The ruling.clMs •wéighed. heavilyt:on .the lowe,r ranks of ,the 
population: ·The, position. of the. fonner- \va;¡. .b'ased oh owttership of<lthe 
land and sources pf P,ro.duetion:, on sC.ie:ntifio fore,:bn knowledge of the íntri­
tacie& o{Jaw aJ:¡d religipn,,an'd on tpé str~ngthof•their military ánd,relígip].lS 
prganization." 2 f?espite the absolute power of 'the mo:narch· and· the ín­
,fluence<>f the·fanatical, superstit;Íous·pdests;. however, the Azte~s.enjoyed a 

yst~~~f-la~=t#u1==~t'· UI\de,r a judicial 
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