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As one who has spent a fair proportion ofthe last forty-odd years 
burrowing in or borrowing from Law Libraries and has 
benefitcd from the ever-helpful ministrations ofLaw Librarians, 
I am very pleased to accept the invitation to write a short Forc­
word to this Manual of Law Librarianship. Its importance is 
shown by the fact that it is the first comprchensive manual in 
English covering both legal bibliography and practica! law 
librarianship. 

The project began severa! years ago as an idea for a small 
practica! handbook to be written by one or two authors. The 
British and Irish Association of Law Librarians, after it was 
founded in r 969, agreed to take over the project and to super­
vise its publication. Meanwhile the proposed volume had 
expandcd into a full-scale manual. The emphasis throughout is 
on matters special to law librarianship, although subjects of 
more general application are touched on where appropriate. 
Special attention is given to the practica[ aspects of this subject 
and of legal bibliography. Readers are given further guidance 
in the bibliographies at the end of the chapters. 

The eighteen chapters are contributed by seventcen 
librarians and two academic lawyers who are experts in their 
various fields. The thanks of the Association are due to the 
contributors, and especially to Miss Elizabeth Moys for her 
devoted work as Honorary Editor. 

I commend this Manual to all who are concerned with 
running or using Law Libraries in the English-speaking world. 

Faculty ofLaw 
U niversity of Birmingham 
I7 July 1974 

O. Hoon PHILLIPS 


