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X Preface 

the UK. Therefore a study of the Convention should form a core part of all prí
vate intemationallaw courses in the UK. The book should be of value in all the 
States which have ratified the Convention, and especially in the USA, France, 
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, the authors having considered the rele
vant case law from those countries. We have attempted to state the law as at 
1 June 1998 but a few subsequent developments have been noted. 

The authors would both like to thank the University of Aberdeen for its finan
cia! support of this project. We have also benefited from the help of Adair Dyer, 
formerly Deputy Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private 
Intemational Law and the member of the Permanent Bureau responsible for 
piloting the Convention through its negotiations to completion and for moni
toring the Convention's operation until his retirement in 1997. The authors 
benefited from the fact that Volker Holl completed a research LL M at the 
University of Aberdeen in 1996, under the supervision of Paul Beaumont, 
which examined the Child Abduction Convention and in particular focused on 
the case law in Germany and the UK. We are grateful to the General Editor 
Peter Carter for his help in connection with this book and to the Oxford 
University Press for accepting us as its authors. 

A special note of thanks is owed to Sandy Anton, Honorary Professor at the 
University of Aberdeen, tvho provided guidance, support and inspiration dur
ing the course of this project. Sandy Anton served as Chairman of the Special 
Commission which drew up the Child Abduction Convention and was able to 
impart valuable insights, particular! y into the drafting process. The authors are 

' very pleased to dedícate the book to him. 
On a personal note, Paul Beaumont is grateful to his family, Marion, David, 

and Anna, for allowing him to work on this project. Hopefully it has not 
induced in Marion such anger at the time spent on it that she decides to provide 
a test case for th:e research! Joking apart, Paul Beaumont is delighted to have a 
supportive family, and the importance of cultivating family life has been rein
forced by the harrowing human life stories that the many cases in this book 
reveal. Peter McEleavy would like to thank his parents, Eugene and Kathleen, 
for all their support and encouragement over so many years of study. He is also 
grateful to his friends, in particular Sandy Moss, Frazer McCallum, Kirstin 
Ross, and Graham Sproule, who made his time in Aberdeen as enjoyable as it 
was productive. 

Aberdeen and London 
16 October 1998 

PAUL BEAUMONT AND PETER McELEA VY 
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